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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9, 11-14, 16, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,437,786 (Yasukawa). 

Referring to claims 1, 7, 13, and 14, Yasukawa discloses in column 2: lines 44-67 
through column 3: lines 1-17 apparatuses for transmitting and receiving image files to be 
displayed during a presentation. In column 9: lines 23-55, Yasukawa further discloses a storage 
device (RAM [6]) configured to store image files received from a transmitting side apparatus 
(Web server) operated by a speaker. In column 10: lines 1-12, Yasukawa still further discloses 
the software for controlling and monitoring the transfer of image files from the transmitting 
apparatus to the receiving apparatus. Said software corresponds to the claimed monitoring unit 
and storing state changing unit. More specifically, Yasukawa discloses in column 13: lines 1 1- 
29 that the controller [61] first checks the capacity of the empty space when images are to be 
downloaded. If there is insufficient space to hold all of the downloadable image data, the storing 
state of the image data presently stored in RAM [6] is changed so as to make room for the 
downloadable image data. 
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Referring to claims 3, 9, and 16, as discussed above, Yasukawa discloses in column 13: 
lines 1 1-29 that the controller [61] first checks the capacity of the empty space when images are 
to be downloaded. 

Referring to claims 5, 1 1, and 18, Yasukawa discloses in column 13: lines 1 1-29 that the 
storing state changing unit changes the storing state of the image files by detecting and deleting 
unnecessary image files. 

Referring to claims 6, 12, and 19, Yasukawa discloses in column 13: lines 11-29 that the 
storing state changing unit changes the storing state of the image files by detecting and deleting 
unnecessary image files. While Yasukawa is silent as to how unnecessary data is defined, the 
system must inherently process at least one attribute of the unnecessary data files in order to 
determine that they are indeed unnecessary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 8, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,437,786 (Yasukawa) as applied to claims 1, 7, and 14 above, and further in view of 
Japanese Patent No. 5-216885 (Iwamoto). 

Yasukawa discloses the limitations of claims 1, 7, and 14 as discussed above but fails to 
disclose notifying the transmitting apparatus when the storing state changing unit changes the 
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storing states of images files in the storage device. Iwamoto, though, discloses in the English 
abstract means for notifying the transmitting apparatus of changes to the storing states of 
documents stored in a storage device. This proves beneficial because the transmitting apparatus 
may be waiting for a response from the receiving apparatus to know that there is sufficient space 
to store the documents. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to notify the transmitting apparatus of changes to the 
storing states of documents stored in the storage device as taught by Iwamoto in combination 
with the teachings of Yasukawa because the transmitting apparatus would benefit from knowing 
when there is sufficient space to transmit the image files. 

Claims 4, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,437,786 (Yasukawa) as applied to claims 3, 9, and 16 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,987,323 (Huotari). 

Yasukawa discloses the limitations of claims 3, 9, and 16 as discussed above but fails to 
disclose that the transmitting apparatus is notified of information indicating the vacant capacity 
in the storage device. Huotari, though, discloses in column 7: lines 61-67 through column 8: 
lines 1-8 a system in which transmitting apparatus is waiting to send a message to a receiving 
apparatus. The transmitting apparatus only sends the message to the receiving apparatus after it 
receives a Memory Capacity Available message. This procedure ensures that no messages will 
be transmitted to the receiving apparatus when there is insufficient space and thus become 
corrupted or lost. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to notify the transmitting apparatus of information indicating 
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the vacant capacity in the storage device as taught by Huotari in combination with the teachings 
of Yasukawa because it would have been beneficial to verify the capacity status with the 
transmitting unit to prevent loss or corruption of data. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach 
alternative storage management strategies and systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Detwiler whose telephone number is 703-305-3986. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8-5:30 and alternating Fridays 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca can be reached on 703-308-3 1 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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